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Introduction
This document has been developed in order to provide guidance to all HKFC Rugby
Section members with regard to the assistance that may be provided as determined on
a case-by-case basis for serious injuries sustained while playing rugby for the HKFC.
It should be noted that risk is an inherent factor in sport, especially rugby. When
HKFC Rugby Section members voluntarily take part in rugby related activities, they
accept the risks that such participation may bring.
Ultimately, it is every rugby players’ personal responsibility to ensure that they have
adequate insurance cover commensurate with his or her specific needs. This can be
achieved through an existing work policy or through a personal insurance policy.
We strongly advise all HKFC Rugby Section members to understand and review
their existing level of insurance cover. Please note that neither the HKFC, the
HKFC Rugby Section, nor the Hong Kong Rugby Union (“HKRU”) provide any
individual insurance for its members and all such coverage is the sole responsibility
of the relevant member.
A list of independent insurance brokers has been provided in Appendix A to this
document. The list of brokers in Appendix A is provided as a point of reference only.
The HKFC and HKFC Rugby Section make no recommendations or warranties as to
their services and assumes no liability if you choose to engage one of these brokers.
As a further point of reference and if you don’t have private health/medical insurance,
the HKRU has provided its protocols on what to do if an injury occurs on the field
during HKRU sanctioned games (reproduced in Appendix B). Appendix C to this
document is a list of all Government and Private Hospitals and the rugby pitches they
are closest too.
The HKFC Rugby Section Injured Players’ Fund
Following two serious neck injuries that occurred to HKFC Rugby Section members
in quick succession a number of years back, the HKFC Rugby Section Committee
(the “RSC”) established an Injured Players’ Fund (the “IPF”). The IPF was funded by
way of donations by the senior rugby section over the course of a number of seasons
and stood at HK$1,000,000 as at the start of season 2015/16.
Funding sources for the IPF are either from Rugby Sections funds set aside each year
for the IPF or from contributions received by donors to the IPF. The amount funding
set aside for the IPF from Rugby Section funds, in addition to any contributions
received by donors to the IPF,is a matter for the RSC to agree each year.
The principal purpose of the IPF is to assist with payments relating to serious injuries
incurred while playing rugby for the HKFC Rugby Section in league games, social
games, touring games and at training.
It does not cover injuries incurred if playing in a game that does not involve a HKFC
Rugby Section team, such as other club teams in Hong Kong or national
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representation. It does not cover injuries sustained for a team other than HKFC
Rugby Section team in the HKFC Tens or in the HKFC Taipan Challenge.
All assistance by way of payments from the IPF will be at the absolute discretion of
the RSC. The terms of all assistance provided by the IPF will be reported to members
of the HKFC Rugby Section each year at the AGM.
The RSC may make payments from the IPF for a serious injury relating to, inter alia,
medical expenses, physio, medication and medical devices. The IPF is not intended
for payments in relation to loss of income arising from an injury.
A payment from the RSC to a player is a voluntary ex gratia payment and is neither
an admission nor denial of liability in any way.
What is a serious injury?
There is no specific definition of what constitutes a serious injury. In making its
decision as to whether an injury qualifies for payment from the IPF the RSC will
generally take into account the following factors:
•
•
•
•
•

Whether the injury is life threatening
Whether the injury will result in permanent loss of function
Whether the injury will result in long term loss of function
Whether the hospital costs from the injury are likely to exceed HK$100,000
Whether the rehabilitation costs from the injury are likely to exceed
HK$100,000

Evaluating an injury
Any injury claim to the IPF must be in writing addressed to the Club Captain of the
HKFC Rugby Section and should be accompanied by relevant medical reports and
background to the injury following the procedures as set out below.
The Club Captain will then work with the Secretary of the HKFC Rugby Section to
form a sub-committee to conduct an initial evaluation.
How to apply

•

	
  

Where serious injuries are sustained during a game, Managers/Coaches
must submit a Serious Injury Report as soon as practical to the Club
Captain. Submission are to be addressed:
Club Captain – Rugby Section
C/- Director of Rugby
Hong Kong Football Club
3 Sports Road, Happy Valley
HONG KONG
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•

The Serious Injury Report must include:
o Time and date of injury
o Player’s, name address and telephone number
o Current insurance details and policy coverage
o Address of accident or event
o Contact person at the site of accident or event
o Nature of injury and how it happened
o List and identity of medical personnel on site
o Treatment received at site and to date.

•

Only the injured player, or next of kin on behalf of the injured player (each
an “Applicant”) can apply for compensation from the Injured Players’
Fund.

•

Where an Applicant wishes to request assistance from the IPF, the
Applicant is required to send a written request for assistance which should
include: 1) details of the extent of the injury; 2) medical bills (actually
incurred or expected to be incurred); 3) doctors’ notes; 4) physio reports if
relevant; and 4) any other supportive documentation.

•

The Club Captain will acknowledge receipt of the request and work with
the sub-committee established to review the application and present their
findings and its opinion as to whether an application should be supported
and the form of that support, to the RSC.

•

The RSC will either approve, reject or
information/clarification in relation to the application.

•

If the RSC resolves to reject an application, the RSC will inform the
Applicant in writing that their application was not successful and detail the
reasons for such decision.

•

If the RSC approves an application, the RSC will seek final approval from
the General Committee of the HKFC.

•

The RSC and General Committee maintain complete discretion in
approving or rejecting an application.

•

With their discretion the RSC and General Committee may consider
among other things, to provide a full or partially payment of assistance, or
monthly assistance for a set period of time. Alternatively, the RSC or
General Committee may provide assistance by way of full or partial loan
amounts.

•

Once the General Committee has approved an application, the Club
Captain will provide written confirmation of the approved assistance and
the terms of that assistance to the Applicant.

request

further
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How payments are made
Payments may be made via bank transfer into an Applicant's or other approved
account (including the account of the next of kin on behalf of that injured player) or
by drawing a non-negotiable cheque in favour of an approved account.
Repayments of loans may be made via the player's club account, or by bank transfer
into the Rugby Section bank account, or such other means as agreed between the
Applicant, the General Committee and the RSC.
Financing the Injured Players’ Fund
As at the start of the 2015/2016 season the IPF had a balance of HK$1,000,000. This
has been ring-fenced from the main Rugby Section budget and the only money that
can be paid out of this account for injured player applications.
Anyone is able and invited to donate into this fund at any time noting that the IPF is
not and will not in the foreseeable future be registered as a Charitable Institution or
Trust under the Inland Revenue Ordinance or other Ordinance. Accordingly,
donations will not be tax deductible by any donor. Contact the Club Captain if you
wish to make a donation.
It should further be noted that the IPF is NOT, nor is it purporting to be a Collective
Investment Scheme (as defined under the Securities and Futures Ordinance) or an
Insurance Company (as defined under the Insurance Companies Ordinance).
To be clear, the IPF is for serious injuries only and has been established to provide
assistance to HKFC Rugby Section players at times of extreme financial stress
resulting from an injury sustained while representing the HKFC Rugby Section. The
IIPF is NOT a de-facto insurance policy for players and will not cover medical and
other bills to the extent that a HKFC Rugby Section member did not have alternative
and adequate personal insurance policy arrangements.
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Appendix A - Independent Insurance Brokers
Absolute Consulting Financial Ltd.
Contact: Nick Tempest
Email: nick@absolutehk.com
Phone: +852 6221 4573
STI Securities & Wealth Management
Contact: James Austin
Email: info@stiwm.com
Phone: +852 2521 1699
International Commerce Corporation Private Wealth Management
Contact: Howard Clarke Burton
Email: info@iccfinancial.com
Phone: +852 2581 4212
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Appendix B - EMERGENCY TREATMENT GUIDELINES FOR ALL
COMMUNITY RUGBY PLAYERS; MINI, COLTS, YOUTH & ADULT
In case of injury to a rugby player during a game, please follow the guidelines below.
1) SERIOUS INJURY:
Ø Unconscious
Ø Inadequate Breathing
Ø Inadequate Circulation (including uncontrolled bleeding)
Ø Suspected head or neck injury
Ø Suspected lower limb fracture
Step 1: Call for an Ambulance immediately
The ground staff can assist you with this and will then ensure that clear access for
the ambulance is arranged.
The ambulance will transfer the injured player to the nearest GOVERNMENT
HOSPITAL for further assessment and stabilization. N.B. They are not permitted
to transport to private hospitals.
Players will be assessed and stabilized within the government hospital system.
Step 2: Ensure that the injury has been documented by the team Manager/ Coach
2) ‘WALKING WOUNDED’ INJURIES:
Ø Cuts requiring stitches
Ø Shoulder & arm injuries
Ø Eye injuries
Ø Any other injuries requiring medical assessment
Step 1: Escort the player by taxi or car to the nearest GOVERNMENT
HOSPITAL (see list of hospitals).
Players will be assessed and treated within the government hospital system.
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
HKRFU will not be responsible for payment of any hospital or medical fees incurred
by players who attend non-government facilities.
To report the incident or seek
medical@hkrugby.com, +852 2504 3850
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Appendix C – Hong Kong Government Hospitals
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Appendix D - Example of IPF assistance
Lloyd Jones
Lloyd fractured his left mandible (jaw) playing rugby for the HKFC 1st team. A
combination of existing insurance cover and government subsidy covered the initial
surgery. During the subsequent consultations with doctors and specialists it was
revealed that there were significant complications post surgery. His jaw did not heal
in the intended fashion thereby affecting his bite/teeth/feeling of jaw and face. In
addition, one of the bolts used in the surgery had penetrated the ‘nerve canal’ which,
in addition to damage to the nerves, affected feeling about his face.
In the the Doctor’s opinion the jaw was not healing correctly and presented a high risk
of re-fracturing even during an innocuous activity (e.g. surfing/accidental knock etc).
The Government hospital waiting list was 6+ months and given his initial experience
with the Government hospital, he expressed a desire to obtain the opinion of a private
specialist in relation to further treatment to ensure proper healing.
The proposed and final total cost of the surgery was approximately HK$280,000.
The Rugby Section assisted by covering the full cost of the surgery through a
combination of:
(a) a “Permanent” Contribution from IPF of HK$140,000; and
(b) a “Loan” of HK$140,000 to be repaid by Lloyd in full to the IPF over
subsequent periods.
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